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Commissioned by the Santa Fe Chamber Music Festival for the Flux Quartet

First performed by the Flux Quartet
New Mexico Museum of Art, Santa Fe, New Mexico
August 2, 2019

DURATION: 10 minutes

PERFORMANCE NOTES
General
0 Niente.
s.t. Sul tasto.
s.p. Sul ponticello.
m.s.p. Molto sul ponticello.
Scordatura

The violins should be tuned normally.

The C string of both the viola and cello should be tuned down one whole step to B-flat, with
the other strings tuned normally. This tuning,remiaifis in effect for the entire piece:

v 111 I I
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Viola e o
. o
be
v 111 I I
Violoncello ',': o
= — o
be

When the retuned strings are needed, the score gives fingered pitches on the principal staff,
witharesulting pitches indicated on a small ossia-style staff above. Only fingered pitches are
shown,in the parts.

TO CONTACT THE COMPOSER

alex@alexstephenson.com



PROGRAM NOTE

The title of this composition, Bloom, is partly an homage to the magnificent spring 2019
“superbloom” of wildflowers in the Anza-Borrego Desert in Southern California, which I
visited shortly before starting to write the piece. Yet it also refers to a question I often asked
myself as I worked, and which eventually gave rise to the piece’s final form: what conditions
does a musical idea need to fully establish its identity... to, in other words, metaph.
come into bloom? Bloom was composed with gratitude for the Flux Quartet and the
Fe Chamber Music Festival.
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Occasionallypat irregularjintervals, and for very brief durations (just
long enough for itite,speak), touch the open IV string ad lib. for a harmonic.
This maybe déne whenever the open IV string is bowed from here to the
end of the ‘piece.
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